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A Survey of the Display and Reading of GS1 Data Bars on Press-through-package Sheets
and Strip-Package Sheets of Ethical Drugs

Hitoshi Yagi”, Hirofumi Takata”, Yoshitomo Kawai” and Hiroto Arai”
"Department of Pharmacy, Japan Organization of Occupational Health and Safety, Kanto Rosai Hospital
“Department of Pharmacy, Japan Organization of Occupational Health and Safety, Tokyo Rosai Hospital

The use of GS1 data bars as a safety measure, particularly during dispensing, is crucial. However, issues
arise when the GS1 data bars are cut during dispensing, rendering them unusable. Therefore, we examined the
current implementation of GS1 data bar labeling on press-through package (PTP) and Strip-Package (SP)
sheets for prescription drugs, as well as the reading of GS1 data bars.

We analyzed the tablet count per sheet and the quantity and placement of the GS1 data bar on tablets and
capsules within the PTP and SP sheets of medications used at Kanto Rosai Hospital as of February 1, 2023,
comparing generic and non-generic drugs. Additionally, we evaluated the prescription volume of our top 10
semi-split dispensing products and the percentage that could not be matched due to missing GS1 data bars.
The GSI data bar on the PTP sheet was scanned using an iPad.

Out of 531 target drugs, 50 drugs (9.4%) had one GSI1 data bar per tablet (Group A). Among the 235 generic
drugs, 33 (14.0%) were categorized as Group A drugs, significantly higher than the 17 (5.7%) Group A drugs
among the 296 non-generic drugs. Among the top 10 semi-split dispensing items, eight displayed one GSI1 data
bar per sheet, and approximately 90% of the items could not be matched due to missing GS1 data bars. The
GS1 data bars were readable for all 531 drugs.

Certain drugs featured one GS1 data bar per tablet, with a higher proportion being generic drugs com-
pared to non-generic drugs. It is recommended that at least one GS1 data bar be displayed per slit to maximize
the use of the GS1 data bar.

(JJOMT, 73: 85—90, 2025)

—Key words—
GS1 data bar, press-through-package (PTP) sheet, Strip-Package (SP) sheet, medical safety
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