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pan Earthquake disaster and cardiovascular diseases. Eur

The Awareness Survey on Regional Medical Cooperation and Medical Relief Activity in Case of
Disaster at Insurance-dispensing Pharmacies

Takatoshi Shiraishi and Hiroto Arai
Department of Pharmacy, Tokyo Rosai Hospital

It is believed that the continuity of operations and disaster measures of insurance-dispensing pharmacies
will play an important role in the early recovery of community healthcare in the event of a disaster and it is im-
portant to promote the implementation of disaster measures. In this study, the awareness survey was con-
ducted in the questionnaire to understand the current status of regional medical cooperation and medical relief
activity in case of disaster at insurance-dispensing pharmacies.

The results showed that women were significantly less aware of the roles and duties of pharmacists in dis-
aster medical relief activities than men (P = 0.022). Women were also significantly less likely than men to par-
ticipate in workshops and study groups on disaster medicine, including medical relief activities (P = 0.030). On
the other hand, in years of experience, community pharmacists with less than 10 years were significantly less
likely than those with 30 or more years to participate in local disaster drills and to recognize disaster base hos-
pitals (P = 0.008 and 0.010, respectively). In addition, pharmacists with less than 10 years of experience were
significantly less aware of the roles and duties of pharmacists in disaster medical relief activities than those
with more than 30 or more years (P = 0.038). The possibility that women have fewer opportunities to deepen
their experience and knowledge in disaster medicine, including participation in workshops and study groups,
as well as the lack of awareness among inexperienced community pharmacists and their low involvement in lo-
cal disaster drills, were revealed. In comparison with hospital-front pharmacies, it was clarified that pharmacies
with handling prescriptions from different medical facilities place more emphasis on collaboration between
neighborhood insurance-dispensing pharmacies as a disaster measure (P = 0.002). It could be inferred that
strengthening cooperation with pharmacies that handle prescriptions from different medical facilities place
might contribute to improving the disaster preparedness of the community. In disaster medicine, it is impor-
tant to strive to build a system that can respond to disasters throughout the community, and we believe that
continued efforts will be necessary in the future.

(JJOMT, 71: 36—43, 2023)
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