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Survey of Disaster Prevention Measures among Insurance-dispensing Pharmacies in Iwate Prefecture
~To Ensure Continuity of Operations in the Event of a Disaster~

Emi Yamaguchi”™, Junichi Asaka”™, Hiroaki Takahashi", Takashi Tomita” and Kenzo Kudo"
"Department of Clinical Pharmaceutics and Pharmacy Practice, Faculty of Pharmacy, Iwate Medical University
“Department of Pharmacy, Iwate Medical University Hospital
"Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Teikyo Heisei University

The Great East Japan Earthquake substantially affected several insurance-dispensing pharmacies, making
it difficult for them to continue operations. After the disaster, the “Disaster Preparedness Manual for Pharma-
cists” was prepared, but the relationship between the state of disaster preparedness at insurance-dispensing
pharmacies and the level of awareness of the manual has not been clarified. Therefore, in this study, we con-
ducted a questionnaire survey on the current status and issues of disaster prevention measures at insurance-
dispensing pharmacies in Iwate Prefecture, Japan. The survey was conducted from October 23 to November
19, 2016, and the survey questionnaires were mailed to 542 insurance-dispensing pharmacies in Iwate Prefec-
ture and the responses were collected through fax; 177 pharmacies responded validly. One hundred and
seventy-five pharmacies reported that they required disaster preparedness measures, with electricity/water/
fuel supply and inventory/medicine management as necessary measures. In coastal areas, structural safety
and employee safety measures were also considered important. On the contrary, 130 pharmacies (73.4%) were
implementing disaster prevention measures and a relatively large number of pharmacies were preparing dis-
aster prevention goods and emergency foods. However, only half of the 65 pharmacies indicated that they
would be able to continue operations in the event of a disaster, and they cited electricity/water/fuel supply and
inventory/pharmaceutical management as necessary measures for the future. The number of pharmacies that
were aware of the “Disaster Preparedness Manual for Pharmacists” was 105 (59.3%), and the awareness of the
manual was significantly related to the implementation of disaster preparedness.

(JJOMT, 70: 63—71, 2022)
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insurance-dispensing pharmacies, disaster prevention measures, disaster preparedness manual for pharmacists
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