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Return-to-Work Support after Ventricular Assist Device Implantation at the Worksite;
A Report of Two Cases

Akihito Hashimoto, Aki Kaimori and Masayoshi Mishima
Daihatsu Health Care Center

In Japan, the number of patients with an implantable ventricular assist device is increasing. While the
waiting period for heart transplantation has been increasing, the return-to-work rate after heart transplanta-
tion has been decreasing. Here we report the progress of two cases which the occupational health staff sup-
ported and were able to return to work after ventricular assist device implantation. In cooperation with the
ventricular assist device and heart transplant team, we were able to return to work smoothly by providing
support. That includes examining the work location, commuting means, and work content, training workplace
supporters, and preparing for emergency. In the future, it is expected that there will be more opportunities to
provide support to implantable ventricular assist devices at the worksite, and it is expected that more compa-
nies will work on reinstatement and work-life balance support.

(JJOMT, 69: 185—189, 2021)
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