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Extraction and Classification of Psychiatric Hospital Staff’s Impressions of Dementia as well as
Inter-professional Comparisons

Kikuo Eguchi”, Tohru Sonoda”, Noriyuki Ogawa® and Hironobu Nakayama”
"Department of Occupational Therapy, School of Health Science, Kyushu University of Health and Welfare
“Department of Occupational Therapy, Faculty of Health Science, Kyoto Tachibana University
¥Graduate School of Health Sciences, Kyushu University of Health and Welfare

Purpose: We extracted and classified the psychiatric hospital staff's impressions of people with dementia
and clarified inter-professional differences in impressions. Furthermore, based on the difference in the impres-
sions, we considered the support system for people with dementia.

Methods: We randomly asked questions to staff from six psychiatric hospitals. The questionnaire was
anonymous and self-administered; disclosure of each participant’s age group, gender and occupation was re-
quested. We targeted 248 valid answers in total. The questionnaire comprised 32 items, including the impres-
sions of people with dementia, knowledge of dementia, understanding of social resources, understanding of be-
havioural aspects and importance of early intervention. We used a four-point scale as the answering method
and factor analysis to extract impressions, cluster analysis to classify staff and the Kruskal-Wallis test with mul-
tiple comparisons (Steel-Dwass) for inter-professional analyses.

Results: Positive and pessimistic impressions were extracted. The staff was classified into four groups:
those without impressions of people with dementia, those with both positive and pessimistic impressions, those
with only pessimistic impressions and those with only positive impressions. Among them, the group without
impressions of people with dementia contained a high proportion of staff with nursing occupations. Further-
more, groups with both positive and pessimistic impressions contained a high ratio of occupational therapists
(OTs) and psychiatric social workers (PSWs). The inter-professional comparison results suggested that OTs
and PSWs had better recognition of positive impressions, knowledge of dementia, understanding of social re-
sources, understanding of behavioral aspects and importance of early intervention than staff with nursing oc-
cupations. Moreover, they had less negative impressions than staff with nursing occupations.

Discussion: The results of inter-professional comparisons suggest that differences in staff's impressions are
influenced by differences in educational curricula and specialty. In other words, nursing occupations reflected
the differences in approaches toward dementia symptoms, activities of daily living disorders and disease man-
agement; OTs reflected the improvement of quality of life and rehabilitation by utilising remaining capacity
and PSWs reflected the differences in approaches toward welfare support. However, we thought that the con-
flicting impressions reflected differences and conflicts between the ideal approach and the reality that was diffi-
cult to deal with.

Conclusion: It is important for each occupation to have the basic knowledge of dementia, eliminate the dif-
ferences, and be able to have a common understanding and correspondence. In addition, it is important to build
a support system that recognizes each other’s expertise and role.

(JJOMT, 68: 291—300, 2020)
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