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Current Status and Issues of the Promotion of Health and Employment Support Its Coordinators in Japan

Hiroyoshi Ogawa", Hirohide Ohnishi” and Akihiro Toyota®
YTapan Organization of Occupational Health and Safety
“Research Center for the Promotion of Health and Employment Support, Chugoku Rosai Hospital

In the social system of the promotion of health and employment support (PHES) in Japan, PHES coordina-
tors support effective communications among workers of the disease, attending physicians, and occupational
health personnel of the company. The Japan Organization of Occupational Health and Safety has established
the training program for PHES coordinators. The current study with questionnaire survey investigated the
educational effect of the program and elucidate the current status and issues of the activities of the coordina-
tors.

Of the PHES coordinators who took the training program, 78.1% were involved in work related to PHES.
Their most common duty was consultations for the workers of the disease about their work. Furthermore,
61.1% recognized positive mental and behavioral changes regarding PHES after the training, suggesting the
training program is effective. The most common disease subject to PHES at medical institutions was cancer. In
contrast, mental disorder was one of the most at general companies. This study also elucidated that the current
major issues of PHES are the lack of understanding of PHES by companies and the cooperation shortage
among the parties concerned about PHES.

[Conclusions] Further expansion of the social system of PHES is indispensable. The continuous training of
PHES coordinators and PHES enlightenment to society will contribute to it.

(JJOMT, 67: 294—302, 2019)
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