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Fig. 1 Chest CT revealed the abnormal shadow.
a) abnormal shadow (Pathological examination shows adenocarcinoma of lung.)

b) These findings show pleural plaques.

Fig. 2 Thoracoscopic photo shows
*) pleural plaques.
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Proposal of Measures to Promote the Application for Compensation and Relief for Asbestos-related
Disease without Omission or Neglects
—Focusing on Asbestos Lung Cancer—

Keiichi Mizuhashi
The Center of Asbestos-Related Disease, Toyama Rosai Hospital

[Introduction] In 2015, our hospital was involved in the recognition of four cases of asbestos-related lung
cancer as eligible for compensation for occupational diseases, but, according to the Ministry of Health, Labour,
and Welfare, five cases were recognized as eligible in Toyama Prefecture. This suggests that a significant num-
ber of asbestos-related lung cancer patients have not made application for recognition. This paper proposes
measures to promote the application for compensation and relief for asbestos-related diseases, particularly,
asbestos-related lung cancer, without omission or neglect.

[Proposals to prevent omission and neglect] I would like to propose the following:

(1) Promoting understanding about asbestos-related diseases and their legal management for physicians in-
volved in the treatment of patients with respiratory diseases through academic societies.

(2) Taking measures to encourage application for compensations and relief for asbestos-related diseases
through health care professionals as in nursing care insurance claims.

(3) Linking the application for compensation and relief with other public systems.

(4) Utilizing ties among ex-colleagues who were exposed to asbestos and developed asbestos-related dis-
eases.

[Conclusion] Although there has been progress in the development of systems for victims of asbestos expo-
sure, their actual utilization by patients with asbestos-related diseases remains insufficient. I have devised mul-
tiple measures to alter this situation. I hope that discussions will be held in many different fields to further pro-
mote the application for the recognition of patients with asbestos-related diseases as eligible for compensation
and relief without omission or neglect.

(JJOMT, 65: 332—336, 2017)
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