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Safe Handling of Occupational Exposure to Antineoplastic Agents from Pharmacist Reviews

Toshiyuki Matsuda, Mitsuya Tanimukai and Satoshi Yazawa
Department of Pharmacy, Kushiro Rosai Hospital

Occupational exposure of antineoplastic agents should be managed by comprehensive team approaches
throughout all processes in health care settings; preparation, administration to abandonment of hazardous
drugs (HD). We compared the Western countries and Japan with the occupational exposure of HD and settled
necessary knowledge and skills for safe handling of HD. Safe handling of HD in Japan almost followed Europe
and America. On the other hand, they were based on duty and the protection as the national policy in the
United States, but it has been propelled mainly in Japan by economic instructions. Pharmacists played a central
role in use promotion of biological safety cabinet (BSC) and closed-system drug transfer device (CSTD). The in-
terest in exposure of HD increases in various fields. Pharmacist watch such movement closely, and it is
strongly recommended that we will take an initiative to promote the best safe handling of HD in cooperation
with other medical staffs.

(JJOMT, 65: 295—302, 2017)
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antineoplastic agents (drug therapy, poisoning * adverse effects), occupational exposure (prevention & control), pharmacist
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