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Ideal Inspection and Identification Procedures for Victims at a Disaster Site:
The Importance of Comprehensive Training

Masahito Hitosugi”, Marin Takaso”, Tokiko Nakagawa”, Noriko Murakami” and Satoshi Furukawa”
YDepartment of Legal Medicine, Shiga University of Medical Science
“Department of Psychosomatic Internal Medicine, Japanese Red Cross Kobe Hospital

Comprehensive training assuming a large-scale disaster was performed to verify procedures for correct in-
spection, identification of remains, and returning of remains to the victims’ families. At this training given by an
inter-prefectural emergency rescue unit, medical doctors, dentists, and police performed inspection, identifica-
tion, and cleaning of remains. To relieve the grief of victims' families, the Disaster Mortuary Operation Re-
sponse Team sought to deliver emotional care in the acute phase. Specialists in death investigation oversaw the
training and help reveal areas in need of improvement. While procedures were same as those in daily work in-
volving death investigation by police doctors, forensic pathologists, and forensic dentists, certain special ap-
proaches were needed to handle the great amount of remains in a short time and to avoid their mishandling.
All participants were united in the conviction that providing emotional care for the bereaved family is indispen-
sable even in the overwhelming situation a large-scale disaster presents. Comprehensive training for medical
staff and police involved in death investigation, operated with assumption of a large-scale disaster, is needed to
verify the necessary procedures, individual roles, and means of cooperation.

(JJOMT, 65: 264—268, 2017)
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