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Expansion of the Point of Care Echo

Mutsuhiro Yamaguchi
Foundation of Healthcare Human Resource Development

The progress of ultrasonic diagnostic equipment is shifted from the quest of high image quality and high-
resolution to that of downsizing and portability. The use of conventional installation-type equipment is limited
to the inspection rooms and consultation rooms inside a hospital, but with the advent of portable-type equip-
ment, the scope of the use of it is expanded outside the hospital. In addition, the contents of inspection is shifted
from the screening inspection conventionally conducted in the inspection rooms to the Point of Care Echo con-
ducted in various scenes in which observation points are limited to obtain only necessary information. The
Point of Care Echo is not only used for the diagnosis or treatment by a doctor, but also begins to be used as a
mean of communication, for example, with a patient by a therapist, or with a patient, his/her family, and the
family doctor by a visiting nurse. In this way, the Echo that was a tool for the diagnosis or treatment begins to
be used as the same level of tool as so-called thermometer or sphygmomanometer to judge the state of a pa-
tient. In the future, the Point of Care Echo will be further expanded to many types of occupations for making
judgement.

(JJOMT, 65: 240—245, 2017)
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