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Problems That Midwives Working in the Remote Island Face
—2. A Feeling of Difficulty—

Miwa Fukuoka

Institute of Biomedical Sciences, Tokushima University Graduate School

Generally speaking, remote islands share common problems unique to islands, and in the area of medicine,
the mobility of medical workers including doctors and nurses is one such problem. In this research, for the pur-
pose of clarifying the difficulties felt by midwives working in remote islands, half-structured interviews were
conducted with six midwives working in Hospital A in Island B and the results were analyzed qualitatively and
inductively. The results were classified into seven categories of “difficulty in participating in training,” “staff
shortage,” “low reward and disparity,” “difference in operation policy between hospital and them,” “difference
in awareness of childbearing and breast feeding between islanders and them,” “nature of islander” and “incon-
venient environment on remote island.” In order to reduce the difficulties felt by midwives working in remote
islands, it is necessary to ensure attractive working environments, where they are compensated for the ex-
penses associated with participation in training and given leave, and they can enjoy working there, and the or-
ganization should also meet the demands of staff as much as possible to make a system where there is no dis-
parity in reward. It is also necessary for controllers and midwives to communicate well with each other on a
daily basis to ensure the opportunities where midwives can show their real ability. It was also suggested that
the midwives working in remote islands are required to understand the history and culture as well as is-
landers’ living conditions and their natures, and live together with them without imposing their own values on
them.

(JJOMT, 64: 336—341, 2016)
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remote island, midwife, a feeling of difficulty
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