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Fig. 1 Distribution of the age in all victims
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Table 1 Background of the suffocation cases

Case 1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Age (M) 6 1 5 6 6 2 5 4 9 7 23 1
Aspiration of milk O - - O @) - @) @) O - - -
Prone position O - O - O - - - - O @) @) -
Bed sharing - O @) - - O - - - @) @) O
Covering of kilts - - - - - O - - O - - O
Others T I T L I T e e e L e

*1: Chest compression by heavy bedclothes *2: Suffocation by a plastic bag *3: Suffocation in a narrow space
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Analysis of Autopsy Cases of Acute Death in Children

Fu Shudo, Yuka Segoe, Akari Uno, Tokiko Nakagawa, Satoshi Furukawa and Masahito Hitosugi
Department of Legal Medicine, Shiga University of Medical Science

[Objective] This study aimed to examine preventable child deaths to decrease the mortality of children.
[Materials] Children under the age of 15 years who had undergone forensic autopsies between 2010 to 2015
were included in the study. [Results] Fifty-three children with a mean age of 1.8 = 3.2 years old were analyzed.
More than half (57.4%) of all children were aged less than 1 year old. With regard to the cause of death, sickness
was the most common (47.2%), followed by accidents (39.6%), murder (11.3%), and sudden infant death syn-
drome (1.9%). For sickness, pneumonia was the major cause of death (72.0%) and suffocation was the most com-
mon (71.4%) among accidental deaths. Most of the suffocations (86.7%) occurred during sleep because of bed-
sharing, being in the prone position, and close contact with bedclothes. [Conclusion] Bed-sharing, the prone po-
sition, and soft objects in the bed are risk factors of child death from suffocation during sleep. Removing these
risk factors is needed to provide an adequate sleep environment of children. Furthermore, careful supervision
of children can also reduce their accidental death. Because infants can suddenly deteriorate because of infec-
tion, such as pneumonia, parents should visit a physician when some symptoms in a child are apparent.

(JJOMT, 64: 326—330, 2016)
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