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Problems That Midwives Working in the Remote Island Face
—1. Being Worthwhile—

Miwa Fukuoka
Institute of Biomedical Sciences, Tokushima University Graduate School

There is a problem that women and their families face regarding childbearing on isolated islands because
obstetrics facilities have been closed due to a shortage of obstetricians and midwives. The purpose of this re-
search was to clarify the motivations of the midwives working on isolated islands. A semi-structured interview
was conducted with six midwives working in Hospital B on Island A, and the data were analyzed qualitatively
and inductively. As a result, the motivation of the midwives working on isolated islands were classified into six
categories of “midwife can proactively work”, “joy and sense of worth as a midwife,” “sense of responsibility of
protecting medical care and childbearing on an isolated island,” “self-confidence and growth as a midwife,”
“good relationship with medical doctors and colleagues” and “appeal of experiencing the difficulties in medical
care on an isolated island.” In order for midwives to have motivation to work on an isolated island, they should
have professional expertise, prominent technology and a sense of responsibility strong enough to be trusted by
medical doctors. It is also recommended that they always have a desire to improve themselves so that they can
improve relationships and find self-existence value. In order to do a challenging job and be satisfied in it, good
relationships are indispensable and support from their peers is also necessary so that they can display their in-
dividual abilities.

(JJOMT, 64: 294—299, 2016)
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