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The Real Significance of the Inquiries into the Causes of Malpractices in Our Hospitals

Tohru Aruga” and Kouji Ohtake”
YTapan Organization of Occupational Health and Safety
“Division of Medical Safety Management, Showa University Hospital

Team approaches are carried out, in which various kinds of medical staffs are working together in sys-
temic means and are making great progress in medical practices especially at relatively large-scale general
hospitals in Japan. In such situations a great many of collaborating corps are organized tightly and involved
complicatedly with one another. These ten years or more we have accumulated and analyzed adverse events
reported by the members concerned for the purpose of our quality improvement in team approaches, or in in-
terdisciplinary methods developing in the organized medical service systems in our hospitals. And then, since
the Ist of October, 2015 the new law for reporting and investigating fatal accidents has been promulgated in
our country; accordingly the directors of the facilities for medical care are responsible to selecting the fatal
cases to be registered to Japan Medical Safety Research Organization and to investigating into the process re-
sulting in mortality. But again from the ethical aspect, our activities to enrich the medical quality including
these investigations correspond closely with respecting both the dignity and the wish of every patient. At the
same time the directors are also responsible for looking up to the autonomy among medical staffs as well as to
their dignity. We have to know that to consider about practical or legal matters regarding the inquiry into acci-
dents in our hospital will lead up fundamentally to referring to our professional ethics in medicine.

(JJOMT, 64: 241—248, 2016)
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