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The Present and Future Examinations of Medical Counseling by Pharmacists to Support Employment for
Cancer Patients

Toshiyuki Matsuda and Tomohiro Kurosu
Department of Pharmacy, Yokohama Rosai Hospital

OBJECTIVES: “A study meeting report concerning employment support of cancer patients / people diag-
nosed in the past” was created by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare in 2014. In the report, a prospec-
tive action for employment support was included in designated cancer care hospitals. Therefore we considered
a role of pharmacists and the future prospects in this field.

METHODS: To understand the situation of medical counseling to cancer patients by pharmacists for em-
ployment support, we searched reports to be associated in Ichushi Web. And our pharmacists extracted cases
that seemed to have positive contributions to employment support from an electronic chart and interview. Fur-
thermore, we investigated present medical counseling by pharmacists in our hospital for cancer outpatients
and considered the role that pharmacists should have.

RESULTS: Through research, there were reports by nurses, doctors, rehabilitations and MSWs, but there
were no reports by pharmacists. There were two cases that contributed to employment support by pharma-
cists in our hospital. We performed an action to explain on paper to a cancer outpatient about the name of the
anticancer drug, treatment schedule, predicted side effects and the period. This duty was performed with re-
quest of medical service fees from May, 2014 and this increased.

DISCUSSION: A pharmacist in a designated cancer care hospital must understand contents of the study
meeting report. Also it is important that they perform guidance / explanation about treatment, side effects and
the control of schema of adverse drug reactions by continuous patient monitoring. It is necessary to cooperate
with other medical staff. It is appropriate to carry out and continue these duties with the medical service fee
that can be requested. A pharmacist collects the case that is necessary for employment support of cancer pa-
tients and it is important to report and share them as evidence for pharmacist duties.

(JJOMT, 64: 28—33, 2016)
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