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The Required Skills for Pharmacists at the Time of Disaster

Yuichi Muraki
Department of Pharmacy, Mie University Hospital

At the time of disaster, medical demand drastically increases because of increased number of patients not
only having pre-existing diseases but also getting sick or wounded. On the other hand, damaged medical facili-
ties and disrupted distribution networks cause an insufficient supply of medical goods. Moreover, the environ-
ment surrounding medical staffs as well as medical needs of patients change time after time.

In response to such situation, pharmacists are required to take part not only as a medical staff but also as a
specialist of pharmaceutical care. Specifically, dispensing medicine, prescription proposing, medicine discrimina-
tion, medication teaching, drug management and drug information service are required by pharmacists . Each
of these jobs is not limited at the time of disaster, and the ability to perform these jobs can be acquired and im-
proved daily.

While routine jobs of pharmacists have been computerized and automated, pharmacists should always ad-
vance their knowledge and skills as specialists to provide people with medical need at the time of disaster.

(JJOMT, 63: 210—214, 2015)
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