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Fig. 2 Incision wound of the right neck.
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Fig. 3 Injured right common carotid artery and right internal
jugular vein.
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Fig. 4 Trend of fatalities by the lawn mower in Japan.
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Autopsy Case of Work-related Death Caused by a Power Lawn Mower Accident and Proposed
Preventive Measures

Masato Onozaki”, Tamaki Muramatsu”, Ritsuto Akutsu”, Yusuke Nishi”, Yoshimitsu Wada" and
Masahito Hitosugi”
YDokkyo Medical University School of Medicine
“Department of Legal Medicine, Shiga University School of Medical Science

We present an autopsy case of a man who had been injured while mowing grass. A 43-year-old man
worked using a power lawn mower along with two colleagues. When the man moved toward a colleague, the
colleague suddenly raised his own power lawn mower, which made contact with the first man’s neck. The in-
jured man quickly went into cardiopulmonary arrest and was pronounced dead. A forensic autopsy performed
the next day revealed a 14 cm long incision wound of the right neck. Internally, the right common carotid ar-
tery and right internal jugular vein were injured. The diagnosis was hemorrhagic death. It seems that he had
moved toward his colleague without paying enough attention and startled him, at which point the colleague
suddenly raised his machine, causing the accident. In Japan, about 11 persons die annually while working with a
power lawn mower and some kind of intervention is needed to prevent these fatal accidents. Based on the facts
of the present case, we propose that two safety measures be adopted for power lawn mowers: To avoid unex-
pected contact between another person and the power mower, the user must be in an enclosed area. Also,
power lawn mowers should immediately stop automatically when they raise the blades in a higher level. We be-
lieve that these measures would help decrease the number of severe and fatal injuries caused by power lawn
mowers in Japan.

(JJOMT, 62: 410—413, 2014)

©Japanese society of occupational medicine and traumatology http://www.jsomt.jp



