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Trend of Victims after Heavy Snowfall in Japan

Ryoichi Inaba
Department of Occupational Health, Gifu University Graduate School of Medicine

To evaluate the trend of victims after heavy snowfall in Japan, studies were performed using documents of
the Fire and Disaster Management Agency, the Cabinet Office, Government of Japan, the Ministry of Land, In-
frastructure, Transport and Tourism, etc. As a result, it was revealed that for the past 50 years, the victims
caused by heavy snowfall did not decrease at all. There were more numbers of men dying from heavy snowfall
than women. The number of dead people 65 years or older caused by heavy snowfall accounted for approxi-
mately two-thirds of all death tolls regardless of the year. Most people died from “snow-removal work such as
taking down the snow of the roof and shoveling snow” regardless of age. There were the most number of “traf-
fic accidents” as fatal accident which is typical of the winter season. Therefore, it is necessary to promote coun-
termeasures for heavy snowfall in future.

(JJOMT, 62: 364—369, 2014)
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