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A Case of Antitussive and Expectorant Intoxication Performing a Drug-screening Test

Hajime Nakae and Toshiko Igarashi
Department of Emergency and Critical Care Medicine, Akita University Graduate School of Medicine

Ephedra Herb is known to show a cross reaction on a drug-screening test using Triage®. We treated a case
of Asada-ame”, antitussive and expectorant intoxication performing Triage®. A 41-year-old woman with intrac-
table vomiting was admitted to an emergency room. The patient uncovered an overdose of Asada-ame after re-
vealing the positive reaction of amphetamine on Triage®. Though the patient was associated with slight liver
dysfunction and rhabdomyolysis, she recovered without sequela. Intoxication should be considered in the differ-
ential diagnosis of intractable vomiting. In such cases, a cross reaction on the drug-screening test may be useful
to detect some kinds of drug overuse.
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