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Fig. 1 Reappearance of the accident scene.
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Fig. 2 Automatic bed controller was found on the floor.
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An Autopsy Case of Accidental Choking on the Bed with Automatic Bed Controller

Masahito Hitosugi, Junko Maeda, Kanto Ishii, Shinobu Yamauchi and Toshiaki Nagai
Department of Legal Medicine, Dokkyo Medical University School of Medicine

An 82-year-old man was found in cardiopulmonary arrest on the bed in a hospital. He was in prone position
and his head was caught between the mat and a bar of a side rail of the bed. Subsequent investigation by the
police and forensic autopsy concluded that the man was choked by the obstruction of his mouth and nose by
the mat. When the man tried to pick up the automatic bed controller from the floor, it was incorrectly manipu-
lated. Because these kinds of accidents have sometimes occurred, the Consumer Affairs Agency of the Govern-
ment of Japan warned about the risk of accidents around the bed. However, for some persons who had been
suspected as accidental death near the bed, accurate cause of death had not been determined. Therefore, for
the unnatural death on or near the bed, detailed cause of death should be determined at first. Then if the person
suffered from accidental death, preventive intervention would be promoted after the investigation of mecha-

nism of the accident.
(JJOMT, 62: 139—142, 2014)
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