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Peripheral Nerve Injuries in Upper Extremities Following Labor Accidents

Shingo Nobuta, Katsumi Sato and Chihiro Hashimoto
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Tohoku Rosai Hospital

We reviewed peripheral nerve injuries in upper extremities following labor accidents. Twenty-eight pa-
tients underwent surgery and injured nerves were three brachial plexus, six median nerves, seven radial
nerves, five ulnar nerves, one radial and ulnar nerve, and six digital nerves. Surgical technique was neurolysis
in 14 patients, nerve suture in 10, nerve graft in three, and nerve transfer in one. After a mean follow up of 13
months, complete recovery gained in nine patients, partial recovery in 17, and unchanged in 2. Five patients re-
vealed continuous neuralgia (causalgia). In the evaluation for outcome after surgery, objective evaluation for
motor function was easy, but for sensory function including neuralgia was difficult because of subjective causal-
gia.

(JJOMT, 61: 356—359, 2013)
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