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Issues through Financial Support for the Myoelectric Upper Limb Prosthesis under the Services
and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act

Osamu Kashimoto
Miyagi Prefectural Rehabilitation Support Center

Although the myoelectric upper limb prosthesis is not included in the regulations of the Japanese Ministry
of Health, Labour and Welfare, this so-called special prosthesis can be obtained through financial support under
the Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act. Because of the inexperience with the use of this
special prosthesis, rehabilitation counseling centers for the physically disabled in Japan find it difficult to iden-
tify patients who may benefit by receiving this prosthesis. Our research statistics indicate that 219 patients in
Japan received upper limb prostheses through financial support in 2010. Of these, 189 (86.3%) received cosmetic
upper limb prostheses, 11 (5.0%) received body powered upper limb prostheses, 14 (6.4%) received upper limb
prostheses for work, and only 5 (2.3%) received myoelectric upper limb prostheses. A myoelectric upper limb
prosthesis can be provided through financial support if a body powered upper limb prosthesis is inadequate for
physical labor or for performing activities of daily living, if the myoelectric upper limb prosthesis is proven to
be useful and effective after a training period and a trial period of use in a special medical institution, and if me-
chanical maintenance of the prosthesis and periodic follow-up is feasible. To increase the provision of myoelec-
tric upper limb prostheses through financial support, members of rehabilitation counseling centers for the
physically disabled must understand its usefulness and indications and co-ordinate with special medical institu-
tions.

(JJOMT, 61: 305—308, 2013)
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