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OB DEBI O F BB st 2 o % 9 2 THET
H2Y. LaL, UkEoBRCIZERYE D IEARIAH
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eration after a mild pepper spray injury in a young child.

One Case of Corneal Injury Caused by Riot Control Agent

Michiko Matsubara’, Haruo Takahashi”, Yoshiro Tokunaga” and Takehiro Sasamoto”
YDepartment of Ophthalmology, Showa University School of Medicine
“Department of Ophthalmology, Showa University, Toyosu Hospital

Purpose: In Showa University Hospital, we examined 1 case of corneal injury caused by riot control agent.

Case: 19-years-old female was suddenly injured by poured liquid, which color was orange, in midnight on
April 2012. She had strong eye pain, epiphora. When she was taken to our hospital in an ambulance, she had a
cough, nasal secretion and her lips were flushed. We removed soft contact lens in both her eyes, and washed
her eyes with much amount of salt solution. Once her pain became better. But 1 hour after the treatment she
had strong eye pain again. Simultaneously eruptions were appeared on her face, neck, arms, where liquid were
poured before. Also she had sharp pain on her skin. Those symptoms settled down in 2 hours. She received
regular outpatient treatment. Corneal injury in both eyes became better and healed in 2 weeks. Analysis done
by police showed that the liquid poured on her was Oleoresin Capsicum.

Conclusion: Oleoresin Capsicum is often used to manufacture riot control agent. In general, eye chemical in-
jury needs to be washed by much amount of water or salt solution. But we cannot find out the chemical that
caused the eye injury in every case. When we see patients, we should be careful enough to prevent us from sec-
ondary pollution. In case the chemical is still unidentified, we are recommended to wear protecting glass, mask,

gloves, and see patients in open space if possible.
(JJOMT, 61: 273—277, 2013)
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