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Questionnaire Survey on the Inclinations of Medical Students Towards Becoming
Occupational Physicians

Ryoichi Inaba
Department of Occupational Health, Gifu University Graduate School of Medicine

This study was designed to evaluate the inclinations of medical students towards becoming occupational
physicians. A self-administered questionnaire survey on the awareness of the activities of occupational physi-
cians and their willing to do post graduate courses in this field was performed among second and third grade
146 medical students in one university in 2012. The subjects were divided into two groups (Group A, subjects
who have considered or may consider in future becoming occupational physicians; Group B, subjects who do
not consider it for all time).

The results obtained were as follows:

1. Only one female of the 146 subjects (0.7%) expressed the desire to become an occupational physician af-
ter graduation, however 46.6% of those belonged to Group A.

2. There were no relations between the inclination of medical students towards becoming occupational
physicians and the existence of the occupational physician around them, or their desired motive to a university
school of medicine.

3. There were extremely few negative answers concerning the activities of occupational physicians.

4. Responses were varied concerning conditions in the practice of occupational physicians. Those with incli-
nations towards becoming occupational physicians were mostly concerned with the establishment of a system
for the acceptance of occupational physicians in industry, while those without inclinations toward it considered
practicing as occupational physicians as a sideline to regular clinic duties.

These results seemed to be similar to the results from the past report.

(JJOMT, 61: 193—198, 2013)
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