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A standard to rate permanent impairment in spine for worker’s compensation system following labor acci-
dent was revised in 2004. However it still involves underlying problems and should be reviewed and revised
again in considering not only modern concept in spinal surgery but also worker’'s environment that has
changed greatly.

The author’s proposal for revision consists of three issues as follows:

1) Rating of spinal impairments, especially, restriction of range of motion (ROM) and kyphotic deformity are
considerably overestimated comparing to locomotive, visual or other disabilities. Consequently its ranking is
greatly apart from that of Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment by AMA (American Medical Associa-
tion), so that authors propose a revised ranking of spinal impairments.

2) In evaluating spinal disabilities, factors such as aging or degenerative changes should be taken into ac-
count separately from evaluation of traumatic changes. Also, pre-existing factors such as wedged shape of
thoraco-lumbar vertebral bodies resulting in physiologic kyphotic curvature should be excluded.

3) To carry out a thorough evaluation, ROM of spinal column should be measured under passively forced

motion. Measuring ROM of spine under active motion is not consistent with that of extremities.
(JJOMT, 61: 170—174, 2013)
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