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Problems in Grading of Residual Disabilities of Extremities for Workmen’s Compensation

Yoji Mikami
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Yokohama Rosai Hospital

The certification criteria for residual disabilities of extremities and reflex sympathetic dystrophy (RSD) in
workers’ accident compensation insurance were revised between 2003 and 2004. However, some problems in
grading of residual disabilities of extremities and RSD still remain as follows:

1. The extent of disability is not equal among the persons who have the same range of motion of the joints.

2. Motor weakness is not adequately reflected to evaluation of the disability.

3. There is a problem about grading of thumb amputation.

4. Diagnostic criteria for RSD have been still confusing.

5. Discrepancies between medical criteria and compensation criteria for RSD often cause troubles among

stakeholders.
6. It is difficult to grade disabilities of RSD.

7. It is difficult to judge the timing for certification of RSD.
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