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Assessment of Traumatic Brain Injury and Higher Brain Dysfunction

Taku Shigeno
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Assessment of higher brain dysfunction after traumatic brain injury is not always easy. Particularly, the
so-called mild traumatic brain injury (MTBI) is an issue of current debate. The definition made by NIH in 2004
is a current standard of diagnosing MTBI. However, the definition itself is derived from a summary of a num-
ber of articles, therefore is not providing a means as an evidence-based medicine (EBM). By contrast at the
court, there is increasing number of judicial decisions for MTBI, without considering its scientific basis. Ab-
sence of abnormality in diagnostic imaging and the presence of diversity in clinical features cannot easily be ex-

plained. The presence of a black-box of MTBI is discussed.

(JJOMT, 61: 161—165, 2013)
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