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Visual Impairment after Eye Trauma

Hidetoshi Onda
Department of Ophthalmology, Showa University, School of Medicine

The amount of visually obtained information is considered to account for 80% of the information from all
sensory systems. Thus, the influence of visual impairment on our social life is substantial. According to a survey
conducted by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan in 2006, there were 310,000 people with vis-
ual impairment in Japan, of whom approximately 25,000 had become visually impaired due to injuries. In Japan,
if impairment of physical function resulting from injuries or accidents at the workplace persists, these victims
of work-related injuries or accidents may receive benefits under the Work Accident Insurance Act. The bene-
fits cover visual impairment. Considering that sites of eye injury are not limited to eyeballs but may extend to
ocular adnexa and cervicofacial area, the items of “visual impairment” assessment include eye movement, ac-
commodation function, and eyelid function in addition to visual acuity and visual field. This study focused on the
impairment of these visual functions and classified ocular injuries and diseases.

(JJOMT, 61: 50—54, 2013)
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