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Awaited Medical Care for Workers

Kazuhiro Nomura
Tokyo Rosai Hospital, Japan Labour Health and Welfare Organization

Medical care for workers now requires building a new concept beyond the conventional coverage of occu-
pational accidents and the prevention and treatment of occupation-related diseases. This new concept means
being in harmony with acute changes in the industrial infrastructure, rapid progression of medical services, and
conceptual changes in peoples’ perceptions of labor and health. Specifically, implementation of medical care
based on a worker’s viewpoint is awaited. This is defined as “medical care that includes all the activities in-
tended to protect workers’ health and occupational lives.” Herein, the author recognizes the challenges we face:
return of workers to work after a severe illness, or how to balance work and treatment during cure, none of
which received emphasis in conventional medical care. Therefore, research on the development of treatments
for diseases should be promoted aiming at goals that have not been made clear previously: to return workers to
their previous occupations or to help them resume working, and searching ways of cooperating with compa-
nies. On that basis, the establishment of systems providing information related to medical prevention, treat-
ment, support to restart working care for workers across all professions, corporate representatives, industrial
physicians, hospitals and clinics is required.

(JJOMT, 60: 115—124, 2012)
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