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Statistical Analysis of Ophthalmic Emergency in Showa University Hospital in 2007
—In Comparison with the Years 1992 and 1998—

Seiichi Suzuki, Hidetoshi Onda, Toshihiko Ueda and Ryouhei Koide
Department of Ophthalmology, School of Medicine, Showa University

Summary: The population of the Jonan district in the southern part of Tokyo (Shinagawa, Ohta, Meguro,
Setagaya and Shibuya Ward) is approximately 2.36 million, comprising about 18% of the total population of To-
kyo prefecture. In this district, however, there are only a few hospitals that provide medical service by ophthal-
mologists for 24 hours. In this study, we made the statistical analysis of the ophthalmic emergency in Showa
University Hospital, and compared the surveys (1992, 1998).

Method: In 2007, we collected statistics on the after hours emergency case from medical records in Showa
University Hospital, and compared them with the surveys about the disease categories, the number of inpa-
tients, the age and the distinction of sex.

Result: In 2007, the total number of emergency patients was 1,316, 51 % males and 49% females. The num-
ber of patients in 2007 was 134 less than the total of 1,450 patients in 1998. The average number of after hours
patients was 10.6 on holidays, 4.9 on Saturday, and 1.6 on the night of weekdays. Based on age distribution, the
patients in their twenties was the largest group (19%) and made no difference with the year 1998 (21%). In
2007, according to month, the largest number of patients came in May-154 cases (12%), and also in December-
142 cases (11%). By the disease categories, the largest group comprised 346 cases (26%) of ocular injury, fol-
lowed by 133 cases (10%) of acute conjunctivitis. Bruises of the eye accounted for the largest number of cases of
ocular injury, which were 142 cases (41%). There were 21 more cases compared to the year 1998, where there
were 121 cases (28%). The number of patients who went into the hospital was 70 cases (5%). The number of pa-
tients taken to hospital by ambulance was 72 cases (5%), and within these 72 cases 10 cases entered the hospi-
tal.

Conclusion: There was not much difference between the past surveys of the ophthalmic emergency. Many
patients with slight injury or symptoms came to hospital as same as before. From the statistics of the Ministry
of Health, Labor and Welfare, although the number of private practice ophthalmologist is increasing steadily,
the number of ophthalmologists working in the hospitals are decreasing. There is no denying that doctors
working in the University Hospital have more heavy duties. We would like to suggest that there is a need to
consider sharing functions between hospitals and to review the system of ophthalmic emergency.

(JJOMT, 59: 27—31, 2011)
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