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From the Special Session of the “Special Coordination Funds for Promoting Science and Technology
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Since the summer of 2005, it has become widely known in the general population that there exists an enor-
mous medical and social issue in Japan concerning asbestos, and that this substance causes asbestos-related dis-
eases such as asbestosis, lung cancer, and malignant mesothelioma not only in workers of factories handling as-
bestos, but also in residents who live near such factories. One of the medical approaches to this issue was the
commencement in July, 2006 of the project entitled “Comprehensive approach on asbestos-related diseases” and
supported by the “Special Coordination Funds for Promoting Science and Technology (H18-13-3-1)". The project
member has participated in many scientific and medical meetings, including annual meetings of the Japanese
Society of Occupational Medicine and Traumatology. In this article, we briefly summarize the projects such as
case-registration and clinical trials, including a feasibility study of the effects of induction using pemetrexed
plus cisplatin followed by extrapleural pneumonectomy and postoperative hemithoracic radiation on malignant
pleural mesothelioma, and basic research concerning translational aspects.

(JJOMT, 58: 1—38, 2010)
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