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Safety and Management of Side Effects in Patients Treated with Pemetrexed

Toshiyuki Matsuda and Yuji Konishi
Department of Pharmacy, Tokyo Rosai Hospital

The combination of pemetrexed and cisplatin has been available for the standard care for patients with un-
resectable malignant pleural mesothelioma in Japan. In the case of the treatment, we need to manage and pre-
vent severe side effects. Side effects leading to discontinuation in our cases were increased blood creatinine,
decreased-hemoglobin and dysgeusia/dysosmia. Pharmaceutical care and medication teaching by clinical phar-
macists were performed enough to manage side effects. However, the treatments with pemetrexed require fur-
ther examination to solve some problems for efficacy and safety.
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