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An Investigation of Secondary Bronchitis Complicated by Pneumoconiosis

Tkuo Nakano", Yosinori Ohtsuka”, Atsushi Morioka®, Yoshikazu Uchida®, Kiyohiko Tani®, Takumi Ishida’,
Masako Tahara®, Hideji Itono®, Hirotomo Takakuwa®, Yoshio Satoh® and Kiyonobu Kimura"
UClinical Research Center for Occupational Respiratory Diseases
“Department of Internal Medicine, Hokkaido Chuo Rosai Hospital
Department of Clinical Laboratory, Hokkaido Chuo Rosai Hospital

We examined 46 patients with pneumoconiosis who had been proposed by other hospital as the secondary
bronchitis to investigate whether these applications were right or wrong. Ages of the cases ranged from 55 to
84 years with an average age of 68 years and all were men. The occupational histories of these 46 cases were 30
coal miners and 10 metal miners. The patients were admitted to our hospital for 5 days and their sputa were
collected every 4 mornings. Quality and quantity of these materials were examined and cytological analysis
was also performed. Of the chest XP criteria of pneumoconiosis, PR1/0 were 28 cases (61%), PR1/1 andl/2
were 9 cases (20%), PR2 were 4 cases (9%), PR4A were 2 cases (4%) and PR4B were 3 cases (7%). From the
viewpoint of cytology, 38 of 180 materials proposed as sputum were inappropriate materials such as saliva or
nasal mucus. Patients who had more than 3 ml of purulent sputum, more than 2 times during their admission
were diagnosed as the secondary bronchitis. Finally, only 13 cases were diagnosed as the secondary bronchitis,
and the other 33 cases showed no evidence of the complication. These data suggested that it was necessary to
change the system for diagnosis of the secondary bronchitis for compensation on the worker’s accident insur-
ance system.

(JJOMT, 57: 246—250, 2009)

(©]Japanese society of occupational medicine and traumatology http://www.jsomt.jp



