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—Practices of Vocational Training Schools for Persons with Disabilities—
from a Vocational Rehabilitation Point of View

Hiroki Kawamura
National Vocational Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities

The National Vocational Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter referred to as the
“Vocational Rehabilitation Center”) provides vocational training and employment support for persons with a
high degree of disability which severely limits their vocational options and skills (for example, persons with
higher brain function related disabilities), through cooperative and collective team-teaching based practice and
instruction which is flexible and finely adjusted to suit the needs of individual disabilities and tasks carried out
by multidisciplinary professionals (vocational training instructors, vocational counselors for persons with dis-
abilities, skills instructors, social welfare instructors, etc.) (hereinafter referred to as “Team Instruction”).

Team Instruction at the Vocational Rehabilitation Center, in the course of vocational rehabilitation such as
acquisition of new skills, re-learning and job-finding activity by each trainee, focuses on step-by-step training,
which provides success experiences to each trainee, while carrying out group work including positive repeti-
tion of trial and error and self-recognition activities, reviewing the causes and effects of successes and failures
and utilizing other similar instruction methods. The Vocational Rehabilitation Center also provides skill train-
ing, which reduces anxiety over finding a job and allows for the construction of a realistic image of a given job
by carrying out concrete and detailed searches for appropriate work while using tasks (educational materials)
which are as close as possible to actual work activities, visiting work locations, and carrying out detailed self
study of the workplace, without overly focusing on acquisition of qualifications. In addition, the Vocational Reha-
bilitation Center provides employment support in order to enable trainees to make a smooth transition to the
workplace and to continue their jobs by utilizing job coaching support services at local vocational rehabilitation
centers and the similar institutions as necessary. As a result, all of those 39 trainees with higher brain dysfunc-
tion, who finished the program from fiscal 2004 to fiscal 2007, found their jobs primarily in administrative assis-
tant and data entry positions.

(JJOMT, 57: 233—239, 2009)
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