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Characteristics of “Nurse’s Intuition” for Prediction of Patient Falls

Minako Miyake, Yuki Seiyama, Eiko Matsumoto and Chihiro Ikemoto
San-in Rosai Hospital

Purpose:

To study the predictive factors which produce “nurse’s intuition” for patient falls.

Method:

An unsigned questionnaire was performed to 176 nurses belonging to our hospital in March 2007. The
questionnaire was composed with questions regarding 23 predictive risk factors for the patient falls. It asked
for the presence of nurse’s intuition and subsequently, categorized into two groups of those “have intuition” and
of those “have no intuition”. It also asked the nurse’s age, and the years of nursing experience. The answers on
23 predictive risk factors were statistically analyzed using ANOV A (Analysis of Variance) by “Stat view ver 5.0
with the significance level of 5%.

Results:

1) 94.8% of nurses reported, “have intuition”; while 5.2% reported, “have no intuition”.

2) In both groups, the factor that obtained the most points was “Unstable physical movement”.

3) In “have intuition” group, more points were given to “Patient’s age” by nurses between 20—29 years of
age, “Using Equipment” and “Mental derangement” by nurses between 3039 years of age, “Frequent urination
or diarrhea or needs excretion care” and “After room or ward change” by nurses older than 50 years of age.

4) In terms of years of nursing experience, the factor “Frequent urination or diarrhea or needs excretion
care” was more emphasized by the nurses with “over 11 years of experience” than by the nurses with “1-3
years of experience” and the nurses with “4-10 years of experience”.

Conclusion:

1.94.8% of the nurses answered “have intuition”.

2.87.5% of the nurses who answered, “have no intuition” have less than 10 years of nursing experience.

3. The risk factors that have been intuitively predicted were “Unstable physical movement”, “Dementia or
disorientation” and “Mental derangement”.

4. The nurses with over 11 years of experience emphasized the factor “Frequent urination or diarrhea or

needs excretion care”.
(JJOMT, 56: 235—238, 2008)
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