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Infected Lumbar Disk Sequestrated Dorsal to the Thecal Sac. A Case Report

Yuzuru Okamoto”, Hiroaki Sameda”, Hiroshi Takahashi® and Hideshige Moriya”
YDepartment of Orthopedic Surgery, Kashima Rousai Hospital
“Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Kamitsuga General Hospital

It is a rare condition that a sequestrated lumbar disk is located dorsal to the thecal sac. Recently, we expe-
rienced a case of a dorsally displaced lumbar disk herniation in which we needed to differentiate the epidural
abscess because of symptoms of infection.

A 64-year-old female suffering from low back pain, hypogastralgia and a fever was brought to our hospital
by ambulance. She was admitted to the Department of Internal Medicine for treatment of a urinary tract infec-
tion. After inflammatory signs subsided, she was transferred to our department due to remaining low back pain
and muscle weakness in the lower extremities. Magnetic resonance imaging demonstrated a large mass lesion
at the dorsal epidural space of L3/4 level, and also showed a ring enhancement with Gd-DTPA. She receicved a
partial laminectomy from L3 to L4 and the mass was totally extirpated. Histopathologically, the mass consisted
of degenerated disk and inflammatory granulation tissue. There was infiltration of neutrophils compatible with
infection. Low back pain and muscle weakness in the lower extremities resolved postoperatively. At the final
follow-up 10 months after the surgery, she had no pain and could walk without any support.

(JJOMT, 56: 68—71, 2008)
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