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A case of acute carbon dioxide intoxication from dry ice
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Na 140 mEq/1 BUN
K 4.2 mEq/1 CRE
Cl 102 mEq/1 TP
Glu 127 mg/dl Alb
GOT 74 U/l CRP
GPT 21 U/1 WBC
LDH 485 U/1 RBC
AMY 17 U/1 Hb
T-Bil 0.2 mg/dl Ht
D-Bil 0.1 mg/dl Plt
CPK 4,327 U/1

14 mg/dl Blood Gas (room air)
1.0 mg/dl PH 7405
79 g/dl PaO2 685 mmHg
44 g/dl PaCOz 470 mmHg
048 mg/dl HCO3 184 mmol/1
28,400 /ul BE - 6.0 mmol/1
526 x 104 /ul Sa02 96.1 %
169 g/dl
492 %
25.1x 104 /ul
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A CASE OF ACUTE CARBON DIOXIDE INTOXICATION FROM DRY ICE
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A 50-year-old man was found unconscious in a dry ice storage. He was unconscious on admission. Hypoxe-
mia and acidemia were demonstrated by arterial blood gas analysis at that time. The cause of unconsciousness
was not apparent from cranial computed tomography, arterial blood gas findings or other laboratory data.
Acute carbon dioxide intoxication was considered based upon observations of the accident site. On the day af-
ter admission, he gained consciousness with administration of oxygen and intravenous fluids. The patient was
discharged on the 8" hospitalized day. Acute carbon dioxide intoxication is a fairly frequent but unknown cause
of unconsciousness and even death. The diagnosis must be considered in unconscious patients exposed to car-

bon dioxide gas.




