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AN INVESTIGATION OF SECONDARY BRONCHITIS IN PNEUMOCONIOSIS
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We examined 29 pneumoconiotics who had been proposed by our hospital as the secondary chronic bron-
chitis. The average years of 29 subjects were 67.1 =74 (average =SD) and all were male. Smoking index of the
subjects were 492.8 +469.5, and the number of the cases whose smoking index were 800 or more were 7(24%).
We examined quality, quantity and bacteria of the sputum, and chest Xray findings etc. We investigated
whether these cases had been complicated with the secondary bronchitis or not. Of the chest XP criteria of
pneumoconiosis, PR1/0 were 19 cases (66%), PR1/1 were 6 cases (21%), PR2/2 were 2 cases (7%), 4A and
4B were one case (3%), respectively. From the view point of cytology, 32 of 113 materials proposed as sputum
were inappropriate materials such as saliva or nasal mucus. Finally, only 7 cases (24%) were diagnosed as the
secondary bronchitis. Since all cases who were diagnosed as the secondary bronchitis were present or ex-
smokers, it is suggested that the secondary bronchitis seems to be strongly related to smoking habits.




