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GENDER-RELATED DIFFERENCES IN SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AFTER TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

Satoru SAEKI, Tetsuya OKAZAKI and Kenji HACHISUKA
Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Occupational and Environmental Health

Background and purpose : The purpose of this study was to examine the impact of gender-related differences
in social activities after traumatic brain injury (TBI) in Japan.

Methods : The subjects were 148 TBI patients in the Northern-Kyushu area, to whom we sent a questionnaire
by mail between July 2002 and August 2002. We examined the relationships between actual participation in the
community and social integration as evaluated by the Community Integration Questionnaire (CIQ), and gender-re-
lated differences in the CIQ.

Results : One hundred and fifteen subjects (91 men and 24 women) responded to the questionnaire (response
rate : 78%). Their average age was 37 years old, and there was no statistical difference in mean age between men
and women. The CIQ scores were higher among the active subjects, based on their actual participation in society.
The scores of the CIQ-Home integration subscale tended to be higher for women than for men. No significant gen-
der-related differences were evident in the CIQ-Social integration and -Productivity subscales.

Conclusion : The CIQ scores could reflect the actual participation in society after TBI. One factor that may ac-
count for the gender-related differences in Home activities is their premorbid attitude toward daily life.




