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ANALYSIS OF THE INDUCED ABORTIONS AFTER TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

Masahito HITOSUGI, Mayumi MAEGAWA, Hitoshi KAWATO, Masahito KIDO, Akira KUROSU,

Toshiaki NAGAI and Shogo TOKUDOME
Department of Legal Medicine, Dokkyo Medical University School of Medicine

We analyzed insurance claims from victims of traffic accidents who underwent induced abortions between
1991 and 2003 to determine trends in this procedure under these circumstances. We examined medical and acci-
dent reports, causes of accidents, details of injuries sustained and the course of induced abortions. Among 37 fe-
male accident victims (mean age, 26.6 = 5.1 years; gestational age, 3.4 + 1.9 weeks at the time of the accident), 29
had been occupants of motor vehicles. The mean injury severity score was 1.7 + 1.3 and that of 86.5% of the women
was 2 or less. The main reason for induced abortion was the oral administration of prescribed medicines or radia-
tion applied to treat injury. However, most of the prescribed medicines had been safe for both the women and the
fetuses, and radiation exposure was below 100 mGy. To reduce the number of induced abortions, general physi-
cians must determine whether a female patient was pregnant before either medication or radiation. Therefore, they
must clearly explain to the injured pregnant women that the consumption of prescribed medication or radiation
below fetal doses of 100 mGy should not be considered reasons for inducing abortion, and then obtain the informed
consent of the women before administering these procedures. Furthermore, because the termination of pregnancy
is an individual decision affected by many factors, counseling pregnant women involved in traffic accidents about
induced abortion might be a future consideration.




