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INDUSTRIAL SAFETY AND HEALTH OF MEDICAL WORKERS IN THE ROSAI HOSPITALS:
ROLES OF HEALTH COMITTEE AND INDUSTRIAL PHYSICIAN

Koichiro TAKEUCHI", Tetuyuki MORIKAWA®, Akira UCHIKOSHI”,

Kentaro KIKUOKA® and Yasuyo ISHIDA”
“Industrial health and industrial physician support center,
“Department of Respiratology, Yokohama Rosai Hospital

We investigated the activities of the industrial physician and the health committee of Yokohama Rosai Hospi-
tal, and a questionnaire survey was carried out for the rosai hospital all of 39 in the country. The problem of the in-
dustrial physician and health committee of the hospital was examined. An questionnaires were mailed to one of the
managers of the health committee and industrial physicians of the rosai hospital. The recovery was made by seven-
teen managers of the health comittee and nineteen industrial physicians.

The health comittee was held, if necessary, only when a problem occurred in Yokohama Rosai Hospital until
March 2002. Six staff members suffered from tuberculosis in the past eleven years. The doctor who had the qualifi-
cation of the industrial health consultant took up an industrial physician in 2002. The health committee was re-
newed to hold it every month. And, it was decided that a new staff member took tuberculin inspection, and educa-
tion about the tuberculosis was carried out before working. And, a safety countermeasure manual to the staff mem-
ber including the trust dealer was prepared. By these countermeasures, the staff member’s tuberculosis disap-
peared.

The results of questionnaire survey are the followings. An industrial physician was not elected in 4 hospitals
among 17 hospitals. 15 hospitals did not hold a health committee every month. The health committee was held 3.5
times in one year on the average. Dispatched workers were working in 12 hospitals, and trust workers were work-
ing in 19 hospitals. Only 4 hospitals grasped a dispatched worker’s needle accident in the health committee. 11 hos-
pitals answered that a dispatch company should be responsible about the dispatched worker’s industrial safety and
health, and the health comittee of the hospital were not concerned. It was almost similar for a trust worker. 2 in-
dustrial physicians didn’t join a health committee. 2 industrial physicians did a workplace round of inspection every
month. The industrial physician who answered that it was involved in the control of work, the control of work envi-
ronment and the health education was in less than the half of the whole.

The people of the various types of job are working in the hospital in such cases as the doctor, the nurse, the ra-
diologist, the pharmacist, cleaning and the guard. As for that employment type, the full-time work, the part-time
work, the dispatch and the trust vary. They are being exposed to the danger such as tuberculosis, the needle acci-
dent, shift work and so on. Therefore, the role of the industrial physician and health committee is very important in
the hospital. Nevertheless, it was clearly this time that there were many problems.
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