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AN INVESTIGATION OF EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PATIENTS WITH RESPIRATORY FAILURE,
AND TRIAL TO ASSIST THEIR VOCATIONAL REINTEGRATION

Makoto NABE
Department of Internal Medicine, Kibikogen Rehabilitation Center

To elucidate the current employment status of patients with respiratory failure, patients of 116 hospitals in the
Chugoku-Shikoku area and 39 Rosai Hospitals were surveyed to determine whether they are currently employed.
Additionally, in our hospital, patients with asthma completed a questionnaire regarding their experiences of being
absent from work, changing to another position, or having lost work, due to their asthmatic symptoms. Finally, the
present study investigated methods for facilitating vocational reintegration by providing medical treatment and vo-
cational rehabilitation to 10 patients with asthma who had lost their job.

Survey results indicated that some patients with respiratory failure were unable to find employment despite
their efforts. The values of Vital Capacity and Partial Pressure of Oxygen in Arterial Blood of employed patient tend
to be lower compared with those of patient without employment. The survey of patients with bronchial asthma in-
dicated that individuals who are absent more than once a month have a higher risk of losing their job, and physical
laborers have a higher risk of losing their job than office workers. With the assistance of the vocational reinstate-
ment, 7 of 10 patients with bronchial asthma who had lost their job could reach the vocational rehabilitation, and 6
of them were able to find a job. While patients with respiratory failure have a higher risk of losing their job, some are
able to achieve vocational reintegration by controlling their symptoms through medical rehabilitation, attending vo-
cational rehabilitation training for a new job or to learn a specific skill, and receiving the appropriate assistance for
vocational reintegration.
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