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A CLINICAL STUDY OF INPATIENTS SUFFERING FALL ACCIDENTS

Shinji NAGAI and Yoshiki YOKOYAMA
Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Kagawa Rosai Hospital
Takamitsu TOKIOKA
Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Kochi Municipal Hospital

We analyzed questionnaires administered to patients who had fall accidents in Kagawa Rosai Hospital. A total
of 134 fall accidents occurred in 109 patients (59 men, 50 women) from March 2001 to February 2002. Nineteen pa-
tients fell more than twice, with one patient falling five times. The average age at accident was 68.8 years old
(range, 17 to 93 years old). Two patients had bone fractures (one femoral neck fracture and one finger fracture),
while the others had bruising on the body and limbs.

The initial falls occurred within the first 2 weeks of hospital stay beside the bed (567%), on the ward floor
(16%), and in the toilet (15%) and bath (3%). Elderly patients, especially those taking narcotic drugs and on toilet
care, fell close to their bed at night after relatively short hospital stays.
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