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HISTORICAL OVERVIEWS OF ROSAI HOSPITAL REHABILITATION MEDICINE FROM
THE POINT OF JAPANESE MEDICAL AND LABOR WELFARE POLICY

Mikio SUMIDA MD, PhD
Department of Rehabilitation medicine
Kansai Rosai Hospital Japanese Labor Health & Welfare Organization

The starting point of Worker’s compensation insurance Rehabilitation Medicine was based on No. 686 notifica-
tion of the Labor Ministry in 1968. The detail of this notification consisted from quite advanced contents which
pointed proper numbers of medical staffs, proper installed equipments, the evidence of training time and the cost
of occupational therapy concretely. But the Rehabilitation Medicine of Rosai Hospitals has been considerably dif-
ferent from those principles. Nagao et al. (1979) studied practical roles of Rehabilitation Medicine in Rosai hospi-
tals in using questionnaire survey and reported that the purpose of Rehabilitation Medicine in Rosai hospital was to
complete the return to works in persons injured by industrial accident however their practical works were chang-
ing to community based medicine for the persons with severe disabilities and/or aging. Therefore, medical staffs
and equipments should be installed to accept these community based medical needs. On the other hand Honda
(1985) published six principles in promoting Rosai hospital rehabilitation medicine at publishing the second edition
of Rosai rehabilitation manual. First, the quality of physiatrists of Rehabilitation Medicine and special rehabilitation
nurses should be produced and educated in medical schools, second, the systems of reeducation and fulfillment of
rehabilitation staffs should be established. And the third enlargement of extent of Rehabilitation Medicine (e.g. car-
diovasucular and pulmonary rehabilitation etc.), the fourth reinforce as rehabilitation center combination with
other departments, the fifth promotion of social rehabilitation (reappointment of disabled workers) and the sixth a
practical application of rehabilitation engineering should be developed. Through these three decades, the situation
of Rosai hospitals as industrial hospitals combined with industrial welfare policy could not necessarily compensate
the gaps between general hospitals and the industrial policy in spite of drastic decrease of industrial accident pa-
tients. Labor Welfare Corporation (2003) held up the projects of twelve Rosai diseases that we have to promote as
the mission of Rosai hospitals. We have cultivated national wide tie among Rosai hospitals rehabilitation medicine
through several significant projects and researches. I believe that this is the best chance to fill up those gaps that
we have been inclined to neglect scientific analysis toward many cases.
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