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THE PRESENT CONDITION OF PNEUMOCONIOSIS IN JAPAN

Takumi KISHIMOTO

Vice-director of Okayama Rosai Hospital

The number of dusty workshops in Japan, in 2002 decreased to 45,000, but 360,000 laborers are working in the
dusty environment. The number of pneumoconiosis decreased to 10,200 and fresh case with pneumoconiosis was
254 in 2002. Management 2 occupied 86 percent of total cases with pneumoconiosis. As for occupational category,
the number of arc welding were most and ceramics, casting, drilling and griding. The number of laborers with man-
agement 4 or complication with pneumoconiosis who are under medical treatment are 18,000 laborers and the
number of patients who are under medical treatment more than 1 year increased to 9,100. As for prefecture, the
number of laborers under medical treatment are most in Nagasaki prefecture and Hokkaido, then Fukuoka, Oka-
yama and Hiroshima. Almost all laborers are under medical treatment because of complication of pneumoconiosis
and most of them suffered from secondary bronchitis complicated with pneumoconiosis. On the other hand, the
number of death increased every year to 1,145.

The measurement of individual concentration of dust performed in dusty workshops in Okayama prefecture
proved the exceed of the maximum permissible concentration of total and respirable dusts which determined by
Japan society for occupational health. The incidence of pneumoconiosis with profusion rates of chest x-ray sug-
gesting more than PR 0/1 occupied 17.83%. The grade of PR 0/1 occupied about 50% and PR 4 also occupied signif-
icant percentage. The mean leakage of protecting mask from dusts are 39.6% for arc welding in shipbuilding, 40.5%
of stone processing and 18.6% of crushing of firebrick. Working in the high dense dusty environment and the in-
sufficient anti-dust mask suggests to be induce the new cases with pneumoconiosis.
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