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Mass cases of acute carbon monoxided COL poisoning
caused by an industrial accident
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MASS CASES OF ACUTE CARBON MONOXIDE (CO) POISONING CAUSED BY AN INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT

Chiaki INADOMI, Kazunori YAMASHITA, Masafumi TAKADA, Yoshiaki TERAO and Makoto FUKUSAKI
Department of Anesthesia, Nagasaki Rosai Hospital

We reported eleven male cases who got acute CO poisoning using a burner during waterworks in a closed
space at underground. They complained of headache and nausea, and two of them had consciousness disturbance
with a score of 1 on Japan Coma Scale. Their arterial COHb concentrations were 6.1% to 28.4%. All patients re-
ceived continuous high flow oxygen and six of them with neurological symptoms were treated with hyperbaric oxy-
gen (HBO). After oxygen therapy, their symptoms recovered and they could leave the hospital at 1st to 7th post-in-
jury day. After 1 month, in all the cases cerebral CT scans showed no abnormal findings, and they showed no de-
layed neurological symptoms, e. g., disorientation and confusion.

It is necessary to adjust the system for quick acceptance of patients and oxygen therapy including HBO in

mass acute CO poisoning cases.
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