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THE FACTOR RELATED TO THE “OCCURRENCE OF THE MEDICATION ERROR” IN NURSING
PRACTICE: TREND OF THE RESEARCH AND ISSUES

Rika YATSUSHIRO", Yuko MATSUNARI? and Masayuki KAKEHASHI?
“Oita University of Nursing and Health Sciences
“Graduate School of Health Sciences, Hiroshima University

A literature review was carried out to comprehend and identify the status quo and the issues of “the medica-
tion error” in Japan with the three aims; 1) terminology used to describe medication error and to derive the con-
cepts, 2) the relationship between the concepts, and 3) factors concerning the medication error.

58 literatures; disseminated in Japanese and overseas journals, with the keywords; “nurse”, “medication”,
“error” were collected, and classified, analyzed, and the frame was constructed.

Medication error revealed to be classified and defined by the 8 concepts; “wrong drug (unauthorized drug)”,
“wrong dose”, “wrong rate”, “omitted drug”, “wrong patient”, “wrong time”, “wrong route”, and “wrong procedure”.
“Omitted drug” and “wrong dose” revealed high frequency in Japanese researches, while “wrong time” in the over-
seas.

The highest probability of occurrence and, the risk of medication error in administration process by nurses
among health care providers were confirmed. Four factors; “individual trait”, “facility and environment”, “charac-
teristics of practice” and “system” are related to one another in error occurrence. Medication error is characterized
by “human error”, “violation of rules” and “system error”.

The four factors and the three characteristics are analyzed and the relationship to each other identified specif-
ically.

In the prevention of medication error, the development of the systems; nursing service and human resources
management, management and regulation of drug safety are essential.
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