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AUTOPSY CASES OF ACCIDENTAL DEATH DURING NURSING CARE

Tomoko YOKOYAMA”, Masahito HITOSUGIZ), Yasuki MOTOZAWAZ)7 Akira KUROSUZ),
Tadaaki SASAKI”, Yutaka IMAI"”, Toshiaki NAGAI” and Shogo TOKUDOME®
"Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Dokkyo University School of Medicine
“Department of Legal Medcine, Dokkyo University School of Medicine

We report two autopsy cases of accidental death during nursing care.

Case 1: An 86-year-old woman with Alzheimer’s disease was brought to a care service center by a van equipped
with a wheelchair lift. As she was getting off the vehicle she fell from the lift together with a wheelchair and hit her
head against the road surface. She was rushed to a hospital but was pronounced dead shortly. Forensic autopsy es-
tablished the cause of death as acute subdural hematoma and cerebral contusion.

Case 2: A 67-year-old bedridden woman with quadriplegia due to intracerebral hemorrhage was being bathed
in a nursing home when she fell from a stretcher and struck her head on the floor. Although a physician found no
intracranial traumatic changes, she died suddenly 10 hours after the accident. Forensic autopsy established the
cause of death as ischemic heart disease.

In Japan, the number of elderly or handicapped patients residing at care facilities is increasing. Because of
these patients’ physical and mental degenerative changes, accidents occur often during nursing care, usually, as in
these two cases, because of staff shortages and lack of safety precautions. To decrease accidents at residential care
facilities, comprehensive preventive measures should be established through continnuous analysis of accident re-
ports.
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