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Problems concerning the local labor safety environment
in small businesses from the viewpoint of industrial
physicians
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PROBLEMS CONCERNING THE LOCAL LABOR SAFETY ENVIRONMENT IN SMALL BUSINESSES
FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF INDUSTRIAL PHYSICIANS

Kazumitsu FUJITSUKA

Kouhoku ku Yokohama Medical Assosiation

[ joined symposium which titled The labor safety environment of small business at Japan occupational-calami-
ty academic meeting.
I have been working for small business as a part-time industrial physician for more than 10 years. This is a joint
project with Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare and The Japan Medical Association.
There are many problems at labor safety environment of small business.
Some of these problems are a low rate of joining of industrial physician, low rate of consultation of medical ex-
amination and preventive measures after the examination in spite of high abnormal incidence.
These problems are occurred especially in small business which have no obligation to employ industrial physi-
cian. This is not special tendency in Yokohama area, but also can be seen all over the country.
I gave a few cases of harmful business, overwork and an accident on the job, which are caused by incidences.
[ visit these companies later on and inspect the situations where the accidents happened.
Distinctive features in working environment of small business which I experienced as a industrial physician are
as follows;
e Low rate of industrial physician employment and low rate of physical examination in spite of high rate of ab-
normal incidences.
e Working environment is not good, for instance, working room is narrow and light is not enough and temper-
ature not controlled.
e Working time is not fixed. Sometimes, employess have nothing to do or sometimes they have to work till
midnight.
e Overtime-work due to cut down of cost of labor
e Elderly employee
Industrial physicians have been giving consulting service at the window of Local Industrial Health Center with
coordinator but few of small business members come here.
Anyway there is still a long way to go toward the setting in the right direction on this project.
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