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THEORY ON THE COMPENSATORY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF WORKER’S ACCIDENTS
AND DISEASES : A LESSON FROM THE CASE OF “KAROU-SHI”

Yoshimasa [SHII
Director of Business Department
Occupational Health Promotion Foundation, Japan

During 1955 and following 10 years, theory for the acknowledgement of occupational diseases pertaining to
compensation was debated extensively and established mainly based on the study of lichiro Hasegawa who pub-
lished the book entitled “The Study of Compensation for Workers’ accidents” in 1956. Founded on the theory the
first compensatory standard for worker’s brain and heart diseases was issued in 1961.

Although the basic principle of this standard was succeeded to several later revisions of the standards, the
conception of the standard was qualitatively changed in the 2001’s revision.

However the first idea that the attribution of works to occupational diseases should be recognizsed only when
there exists a double cause-effect relationship, namely one between work and accident and one between accident
and disease, is succeeded to the present standard. This idea, regrettably, is not adopted in the field of both admin-
istrative and judicial acknowlegement proceedings in Japan. Several judgement of the Supreme Court in Japan,
hitherto, remains the meanings of “occupational” to abstractive expression, although it is clearly described in the
law.

A new reasonable theory concerning the compensatary acknowledgement of worker’s diseases and accidents
should be completed by studying judicial precedents and other relating references.
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